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SUBJECT: RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS OF AUSTRALIAN MEAT - 
PRESS GUIDANCE 

REF: STATE 270017 

1. IN ADDITION TO USDA PRESS RELEASE SENT TO AGATTS, IN 
RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES, YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO STATE THAT 
THE USG HAS INVOKED SECTION 204 OF THE AGRICULTURAL ACT 
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OF 1956 WITH RESPECT TO IMPORTS OF BEEF, VEAL AND OTHER 
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PRODUCTS (TSUS 106.10 AND 106.20)FROM AUSTRALIA. 

2. THIS ACTION LIMITS THE ENTRY FOR CONSUMPTION OF THESE 
PRODUCTS TO 638.5 MILLION POUNDS FROM AUSTRALIA DURING 
CY1975. 

3. ACCORDING TO US CENSUS FIGURES, THE ALLOWABLE QUANTITY 
HAS ALREADY ENTERED THE US MARKET. TODAY S ACTION. 
EFFECTIVE MONDAY. NOVEMBER 17, IN EFFECT PROHIBITS FURTHER 
IMPORTATION OF THESE PRODUCTS FOR CONSUMPTION UNTIL 
JANUARY 1, 1976. 

4. THE USG HAS TAKEN THIS ACTION RELUCTANTLY FOLLOWING 
LENGTHY CONSULTATIONS WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT, BUT NO OTHER OPTION WAS AVAILABLE 
UNDER THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE MEAT ACT OF 1964 AND OUR 
RESPONSIBILITIES TO OTHER SIGNATORIES OF VOLUNTARY 
RESTRAINT AGREEMENTS. 

5. IN EVENT ACCUSATION IS RAISED THAT US ACTION WAS 
SUDDEN AND UNEXPECTED, YOU MAY NOTE THAT THIS ACTION 
FOLLOWS SEVERAL MONTHS OF CONSULTATIONS WITH AUSTRALIAN 
OFFICIALS AND DISCUSSIONS ON LEVEL OF MEAT SHIPMENTS 

AND SHOULD COME AS NO SURPRISE TO GOA OR AUSTRALIAN MEAT 
BOARD. 

6. IT MAY ALSO BE POINTED OUT THAT AUSTRALIA RECEIVED 
52.1 PERCENT OF THE INITIAL ALLOCATION OF MEAT IMPORTS 
UNDER THE 1975 RESTRAINT PROGRAM TOTAL OF 1,180 MILLION 
POUNDS (615.1 MILLION POUNDS). IN ADDITION, A FURTHER 
ALLOCATION OF 23.4 MILLION POUNDS (OR 66 PERCENT) WAS 
GIVEN TO AUSTRALIA WHEN A SHORTFALL OF 35 MILLION POUNDS 
FROM OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN THE RESTRAINT PROGRAM WAS 
DECLARED IN SEPTEMBER. IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT 

THE VOLUNTARY RESTRAINT PROGRAM HAS ALLOWED AUSTRALIA 
TO RETAIN ITS MARKET SHARE AND INCREASE ITS VOLUME FROM 
1974 EXPORTS OF MEAT TO THE US. 

7. FOR WELLINGTON: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED NOT TO DISCUSS 
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EFFECT OF THIS ACTION ON POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL SHORT- 
FALL ALLOCATION. GUIDANCE WILL BE GIVEN ASAP. KISSINGER 
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